
Intercession 
 
Read EM Bounds  
 
Pray 
 
What is prayer?         Simply        Prayer is communication with God. 

 It is not just talking to God but with God as a dependent follower. 
An intimate response to God’s character with dependence on His will knowing He powerfully moves. 

      
In Scripture we have many types of prayers: 
Requests (I Tim 2:1-3), petitions (James 5:15), confession (I Jn 1:9), praise, thanksgiving (Phil 4:6), etc.  
       
Most of our prayers are petitions brining our needs before God, then we shift to intercession  

with the focus from our own needs to the needs and interests of others.   
Talking to people about God is a great privilege, but talking to God for people is greater still.    Bounds  

 
We are clearly called to pray on the behalf of others for the purpose of changing circumstances. 
The Bible has many examples of people standing up for others before God.   
    Noah, Abraham (Gen 18), Joshua, (Josh. 7) Samuel (I Sam 8) David (I Ch. 16) Ezra (8)  Paul (Rom. 9)  

They accept God's divine invitation to partner with Him in prayer because He has 
ordained at times to use prayer as the means to accomplish His will.    

Today briefly looking at two: Moses and Jesus 
 
3 aspects of intercession that I have found in Scripture:  
Intercession is one of the greatest confidences we can acquire with God.  
 Confidence in what?   Look at Exodus 32 

Moses’ confidence is in the character of God.   Exodus 32:11 
              Often we see in the Bible the saints appeal to God's character when they intercede. 
The people who have an intimacy with God, have a boldness and claim His character. 
One of the main weaknesses of our prayers today is that we do not know God’s character.  
  The more you walk with Him the more you learn about Him and your trust grows. 
       Moses spent 40 intimate days with God.  He knows God is enters into their experience        
            Compassion   God fights for His people    “Mighty Salvation“     He would not wear Nothing fails like prayer 

 
Moses’ confidence is in God upholding His reputation.     Exodus 32:12 

  God has bound His name to His people and His glory is to shine. 
 Thus God will act for the sake of His name and reputation by brining glory to Himself. 
 

Moses’ confidence is in the promises of God.    Exodus 32:13 
He plays the role of mediator to anticipate the coming and ultimate deliverer.  

Laying hold of God’s unfailing promises is one of the most important aspects of prayer 
It is not that God needs reminders- but we do who are quick to forget, or we don’t know them. 
  
Intercession is one of the greatest privileges we receive from God.  

We acquire this with him: through time, through experience, and it is a gift. 
We receive His passion for His glory and His own.     

This we will see when we look at Ex 33:12ff                        
We receive His compassion and direction from the Word for the world.   

Time spent in the Word allows us to conform to his will 
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Intercession is one of the greatest reliefs we can give to someone. 

We are not seen, the focus is not on us- hidden servant.  
               We love our neighbors on our knees.  God power is the focus 
      

We rely on the mighty hand of God not our ideas and plans. 
Moses 17 x praying for Israel     Romans 8:27 

Philippines preaching 
We stand in the gap for others before God on their behalf. 
Standing between two parties, petition to God in behalf of another 
Fight behind closed doors for people   bring him home 
Doesn’t give up. It's the kind of prayer that endures  "because of his friend's persistence  

he will get up and give him as much as he needs"  Luke 11:8 
 
Learn from Jesus - the Interceding One  
He is the primary example of an intercessor 

Intercessory prayer 
John 17 He interceded in prayer that God would bless and protect His own. verse 9 
Redemption is always established through a mediator  to a people– Jesus  

 
Standing in the Gap 
His whole life and the primary reason for being born, was to be a living and then a dying 
intercession as the mediator on our behalf.  He died so we could live.   

1 Timothy 2:5  For there is one God and one mediator between God and men.  
Romans 8:34  Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right 
hand of God, who also makes intercession for us.  

Heb 4:14-16    Hebrews 7:25 
 

 
Intercession is like the Gospel, one person standing in for another  
Intercession is like giving spiritual CPR to someone. 

Confidence we can acquire with God.      His Character 
Privilege we receive from God.  His Promise 
Relief we can give to someone.  His Reputation  

 
Biblically we see that one of the greatest ministries we can have to one another is prayer.  
Intercession is one of the greatest gifts we can experience with God and one of the greatest 
gifts we can give someone.  I listen to the needs and heart of another and then open my bible 
and wait on the Lord.  During these times we see the body of Christ at work, and see 
restoration.  
 
God is willing and looking    II Chronicles 16:9         Ezekiel 22:30 
 
Let us now stand in the gap for others here in our church.         
The prescription for many of the problems we face is prayer saturated with Scripture as we lean 
upon God’s character, stand on His promises, affirm His great reputation and see Him work as 
we pray for one another.  
 
 
 
 
 



Lord we are to pray continually (I Thess. 5:17) and in everything we do by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let our requests be made known to God (Phil 4:6) and we 
are to pray at all times in the Spirit with all prayer and petition to that end keeping alert 
with all perseverance (Eph. 6:18) and we should ought always to pray and not to faint 
(Luke 18:1) 

 
 

Colossians 1:9-12 
I ask you God to fill ________________ with the knowledge of Your will through all 
spiritual wisdom and understanding. And I pray this in order that ________________ 
may live a life worthy of you oh Lord and may please you in every way: bearing fruit in 
every good work that is done, being strengthened with all power, so that they may have 
great endurance and patience, and joyfully give thanks to the Father. 

 
Philippians 1:6   
Lord, I cling to and call out this passage on behalf of ______________. Help her to see 
the good work you want to accomplish in her life through her heartache. Carry her to 
completion, Lord Jesus. I know you’ll be faithful to this promise in Philippians 1:6, and 
although my sister may be too depressed to ask, I hold you to your word. 

 
Romans 8:26-27  The Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray 
for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express.   And he who 
searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in 
accordance with God's will… 8:34  Christ Jesus, who died-- more than that, who was raised to 
life-- is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. Hebrews 7:25  Therefore he is 
able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to 
intercede for them.  
 
Ephesians 6:18-20   And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and 
requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.  Pray also for 
me, that whenever I open my mouth, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make 
known the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may 
declare it fearlessly, as I should.  
 
Colossians 1:9   For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped 
praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of His will through all spiritual 
wisdom and understanding.  
 

 


